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CHAPTER 4

1. Section 6.1 (Musculoskeletal System). This change adds a coverage exclusion for 
percutaneous kyphoplasty for treatment of vertebral fractures and artificial 
intevertebral disc replacement because these procedures are unproven.

2. Section 13.1 (Digestive System). This change adds a cross-reference to Chapter 4, 
Section 13.2 for policy guidance on bariatric procedures.

3. Section 13.2 (Surgery For Morbid Obesity). This change removes the coverage 
exclusion for laparoscopic gastric bypass, gastric stapling and vertical banded 
gastroplasty as these procedures are now medically proven.
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