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TRICARE Operations Manual 6010.56-M, February 1, 2008
Chapter 6, Section 1
Enrollment Processing

5.3 Unremarried Former Spouses (URFSs) and Children Residing with Them

5.3.1 URFSs became sponsors in their own right as of October 1, 2003. As such, they are
enrolled under their own SSNs and pay an individual enrollment fee. URFS may not “sponsor” other
family members and their fees may not be factored into any family fees associated with the former
spouse/sponsor.

5.3.2 Children residing with the URFS and whose eligibility for benefits is based on the ex-
spouse/former sponsor are identified under the ex- spouse/former sponsor’s SSN on DEERS.
Likewise, they are enrolled under the ex-spouse/former sponsor and fees for these children shall be
combined with other fees paid under the ex-spouse/former sponsor.

Example: A contractor would collect the individual enrollment fee for an URFS’s enrollment
under the URFS’s own SSN. The contractor would also collect a family enrollment fee
for any two or more eligible family members enrolled under the SSN of the ex-
spouse/former sponsor. These enrollees might include the sponsor, any current
spouse, and all eligible children, including those living with the URFS.

5.4 TRICARE Prime Fee Waiver

Each Prime enrolled beneficiary regardless of age, who maintains enroliment in Medicare Part
B, is entitled to a waiver of an amount equivalent to the individual TRICARE Prime enrollment fee.
Hence, individual enroliments for such beneficiaries will have the enrollment fee waived. A family
enrollment in TRICARE Prime, where one family member maintains enrollment in Medicare Part B,
shall have one-half of the family enroliment fee waived; the remaining half must be paid. For a
family enrollment where two or more family members maintain enrollment in Medicare Part B, the
family enrollment fee is waived regardless of the number of family members who are enrolled in
addition to those entitled to Medicare Part B.

5.5 Survivors of Active Duty Deceased Sponsors and Medically Retired Uniformed Services
Members and their Dependents

Effective Fiscal Year (FY) 2012, beneficiaries who are (1) survivors of active duty deceased
sponsors, or (2) medically retired Uniformed Services members and their dependents, shall have
their Prime enrollment fees frozen at the rate in effect when classified and enrolled in a fee paying
Prime plan. (This does not include TRICARE Young Adult (TYA) plans). Beneficiaries in these two
categories who were enrolled in FY 2011 will continue paying the FY 2011 rate. The beneficiaries
who become eligible in either category and enroll during FY 2012, or in any future fiscal year, shall
have their fee frozen at the rate in effect at the time of enrollment in Prime. The fee for these
beneficiaries shall remain frozen as long as at least one family member remains enrolled in Prime.
The fee for the dependent(s) of a medically retired Uniformed Services member shall not change if
the dependent(s) is later re-classified a survivor.

5.6 Mid-Month Enrollees
The contractor shall collect any applicable enrollment fee from mid-month enrollees at the

time of enrollment. However, there will be no enroliment fee collected for the days between the
effective enrollment date and the determined enrollment date.
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TRICARE Operations Manual 6010.56-M, February 1, 2008
Chapter 6, Section 1
Enrollment Processing

5.6.1 The effective enrollment date shall be the actual start date of the enroliment.

5.6.2 The determined enrollment date shall be established using the 20th of the month rule, as
it is for initial enrollments.

Example: If the retirement date is May 27, the effective enrollment date will be May 27 and the
determined enrollment date will be July 1. Fees will be charged for the period from
July 1 forward; no fees will be assessed for the period from May 27 through June 30.
Effective with enrollment fees that are to be applied to periods on or after October 1,
2012, DEERS will calculate the paid-through dates based on DEERS data and the
enrollment fee amount collected and entered into DEERS by the contractor.
Reference the TPM, Chapter 10, Section 3.1.

5.7 Overpayment Of Enroliment Fees
5.7.1 Prior To October 1, 2012

If enrollment fees are overpaid at any point during an enrollment year, the contractor
may credit the overpayment to any outstanding payments due. Such credits shall be reported on
DEERS. If the overpayment of enrollment fees is not applied to outstanding payments due, the
contractor shall refund any overpayments of $1 or more to the enrollee. When TRICARE Prime
enrollment changes from a family to an individual prior to annual renewal, the unused portion of
the enrollment fee shall be prorated on a monthly basis and shall be applied toward a new
enrollment period.

5.7.2 On Or After October 1, 2012

Effective with enrollment fees that are to be applied for coverage on or after October 1,
2012, the contractor shall update DEERS with the fee amount collected and DEERS will calculate the
paid-through date and notify the contractor. DEERS will only extend the paid-through date to cover
the current enrollment year, plus two future fiscal years. DEERS will store amounts that cannot
cover one month’s fees or amounts that extend the paid-through date beyond two fiscal years in
the future as a credit. Additionally, funds applied that would move the paid-through date beyond
the policy end date will be stored as a credit. (The exception is when Prime policies end mid-month;
DEERS will set a paid-through date to the end of that month.) Also, if there is a 100% fee waiver with
an end date that exceeds more than two fiscal years beyond the current enroliment year, the paid
period can extend beyond the two fiscal years and any fee amounts sent to DEERS will be applied
as a credit. The contractor shall refund any credit of $1 or more on a current enrollment that
extends beyond two fiscal years. The contractor shall update DEERS with any fee amount refunded
within 30 calendar days. The contractor shall include an explanation for the premium refund.

5.8 The following reports will be provided to the contractor by DEERS to assist with identifying
and correcting enrollment fee discrepancies. The contractor shall correct all accounts identified as
discrepant. The contractor who is responsible for a beneficiary’s current enroliment is responsible
for resolving any over/under payments. For split enroliments, the reports will use the billing
hierarchy to determine the responsible contractor.
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